.\ Reflections

The director’s chair

Our volunteers are absolutely indispensable
and they may be sharper and healthier for it

By Harvey Stern
Executive Director

The Golden Rainbow contin-
ues to grow: we are now offer-
ing 30 to 40 programs per
week. Our new ‘“Living a
Healthy Life with Chronic Con-
ditions” is filled to capacity with
a wait list for the next offer-
ing. We are the only older

The GOLDEN RAINBOW SENIOR CENTER Newsletter

adult center in the valley with
trained and certified facilita-
tors for this nationally recog-
nized program. Our Interme-
diate Spanish class also filled
up, with the proceeds shared
with Aids Assistance Pro-
gram in support of our both
providing food to our most
vulnerable of our community.

Enjoy a fine meal and superb
entertainment at the Golden
Rainbow’s Saint Patrick's Day
fundraiser at Leon’s North
$60 per person
Reserve online at www.grsc.info

PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

A beginning drawing class
was also sold out as was our
new Lavender Scrolls project
which documents the history
of our older adults’ coming
out experience.

The most gratifying aspect of
these programs is not only
are we providing a service to
our community, but they are
all volunteer-driven. Each of
these mentioned programs is
successful only due to the
generosity of our volun-
teers. The center is truly
blessed in having an army of
volunteers that are the back-
bone of our organization.

The National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force Foundation
recently released Outing Age
2010: Public Policy Issues
affecting LGBT Elders. The
report speaks passionately
and eloquently to the chal-
lenges and opportunities con-
fronting this population, as
well as to the benefits of vol-

Continued on page 3.
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“The creation of a National
Technical Assistance Resource
Center for LGBT Elders is a
monumental step forward for
the LGBT community,” said Mi-
chael Adams, Executive Direc-

LUHEWRU (PHUL o of SAGE. “SAGE is ex-
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HHS awards major grant to SAGE for first-ever
National Resource Center on LGBT aging

partners — who represent an
extraordinary collaboration be-
tween the aging services net-
work and the LGBT community
— we will make a difference in
the lives of every LGBT older
person in every community in
this country.”

The Resource Center will seek
to engage, empower and sup-
port mainstream aging provid-
ers, LGBT providers and LGBT
older adults to ensure that
LGBT elders have the neces-
sary and culturally appropriate
support and services to suc-
cessfully age in place. Among
other tools, SAGE plans to de-
velop a comprehensive, web-
based clearinghouse targeting
all three audiences. The clear-
inghouse will include diverse
resources, social networking
tools, an “Ask the Experts” ser-
vice, web-based training and
other features.

SAGE is the world's oldest and
largest non-profit agency dedi-
cated to serving lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender
older adults. The Golden Rain-
bow Senior Center is proud to
be the latest and only organi-
zation in California to become
an affiliate of the SAGE organi-
zation.



New movement focuses on older adults’ strengthfjlmations

Continued from page 1.

unteerism, as evidenced by the
following excerpts.

“Too often, older adults in
the United States are re-
garded as a population with
little prospect for learning,
growing and contributing to
society . Aging often is viewed
largely as an assemblage of
losses and needs, with elders
seen as burdens, soaking up
resources that could be better
used elsewhere. The reality is
far different from these popular

Anti-gay
discrimination
IS built in to
the so-called
federal
‘safety net’

in activities of personal and
public concern that are
both individually life enrich-
ing and socially beneficial
to the community.” Such

zations were founded and built
to a significant degree by
LGBT older adults, and are
thus emblematic of the extraor-
dinary benefits of civic engage-
ment. Anecdotal evidence
suggests that LGBT people
in midlife and older adults
continue to play vital roles
as community organizers,
policy advocates, nonprofit
board members, and front-
line volunteers in an array of
initiatives across the coun-
try. Recognizing the value of
sustaining and building such

misconceptions: older adults in civic engagement not only involvement, a handful of
fact retain LGBT
the capac- GRSC Food Pantry Usage June 2009 through January 20 10 groups
ity to learn, h a v e
to develop Other launched
the wisdom 677,16.8% LGBT Identified programs
of experi- to formally
ence, and encourage
to make 612, 15.2% civic  en-
positive gagement
contribu- among eld-
tions to ers; at least
their com- 128 300 0> 222 a few non-
munities as LGBT or-
volunteers. ganizations
In addition, have like-
a consider- wise made
able  per- targeted

centage of those ages 65-plus
remain productive in the econ-
omy, either by choice or neces-
Sity.

“One of the forces working to
reverse the widespread stereo-
type of older adults as social
burdens is the civic engage-
ment movement, which fo-
cuses on the strengths and
contributions of older people.
One advocate explains civic
engagement as ‘actions
wherein older adults participate

serves the people, organi-
zations and communities
with whom older people
work, but also helps older
adults themselves: Studies
[P. Cullinane, The Journal
on Active Aging, 2006]
have shown that older
adults who regularly vol-
unteer lower their risk of
mortality and have better
physical and mental
health.

“Many LGBT aging organi-

efforts to involve LGBT older
adults as volunteers in initia-
tives that reach beyond the
LGBT community.

“Anti-LGBT discrimination is
built into the federal safety net
for elders and as a result, older
LGBT people are at high risk
for financial insecurity in their
later years. LGBT elders facing
these inequities may already
find themselves standing on a

Continued on page 4



Workplace bias was socially enforced, legally pedmi

Continued from page 3.

shaky financial foundation due
to the economic conse-
guences of workplace dis-
crimination over the lifespan.”

In response to this inequality,
the Golden Rainbow launched
its food pantry in 2008 for fi-
nancially challenged LGBT
older adults. Each Wednes-
day morning, 15 volun-
teers arrive at 6am to
set up for our food dis-
tribution. We set out
the food on shelves in
aisles so that partici-
pants can have the dig-
nity of “shopping” for
what they want. We
serve over 170 people
each and every week
within two hours. The
effort that goes into the
set-up, distribution, and
breakdown would not
be possible without our
dedicated volunteers.
The distribution takes
place between 8:00 and
10:00 and each person
is greeted and wel-
comed. The room is
then broken down
quickly to make room
for our weekly Tai Chi class.

I am personally touched
each time 1 visit the pro-
gram, not only for people
getting the food they need
but also to witness our vol-
unteers. | noticed that they
have formed a great support
system among themselves,
and have become a family
of choice. They socialize
together and have become
bonded. | guess assembling

food for 170 week-in-week-
out creates a bond between
people! One volunteer told
me that for the last five years
he's lived in Palm Springs,
he visited the bathhouse
every Christmas and Thanks-
giving. This was the first
year his newfound family in-
vited him to share the holi-
days together.

FO0OD BANK

Quoting Outing Age again,
“Researcher Lee Badgett of
the Williams Institute has
shown that employment dis-
crimination against LGBT
people is widespread, with
gay men on average earning
at least 10% less than simi-
larly qualified heterosexual
men. Women continue to
earn seventy-seven cents on
the dollar relative to men in
the workplace, while lesbian

and bisexual women encoun-
ter economic consequences
due to homophobia and bi-
phobia as well. Transgender
people are particularly likely to
experience high rates of un-
employment and underem-
ployment over the course of
their working lives.

“Most LGBT people who are
currently ages 65-
plus have spent the
majority  of  their
working years during
an era when work-
place discrimination
on the basis of sex-
ual orientation and
gender identity was
both  socially en-
forced and legally
permitted throughout
the United States. Job
opportunities were lim-
ited, and the jobs avail-
able to LGBT people
who were open about
their  orientation or
identity or who had the
misfortune to be ex-
posed were less likely
to include health bene-
fits or pensions. As a
result, many LGBT
older adults have low incomes
and limited assets. Although
workplace discrimination
against LGBT people is less
universally accepted today, no
federal law protects LGBT
people from such discrimina-
tion. At the state level, 20
states and the District of Co-
lumbia prohibit employment
discrimination based on sex-
ual orientation; 13 also pro-
hibit discrimination on the ba-
sis of gender identity.”
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Due to an overwhelming de-
mand this award-winning
workshop, developed by Stan-
ford University to help you bet-
ter manage

chronic

health con-

ditions and

live a

healthier

and happier

life, is being

offered

once again

at the

Golden

Rainbow

Center free

of charge for GRSC members
and $30 for non-members.
Textbooks, a $20 value, will be
provided free to participants.

Who should attend?

Anyone with an ongoing
health condition (e.g. diabetes,
arthritis, high blood pressure,

HIV/AIDS, heart disease,
COPD)
Friends and family of

someone with a chronic ill-
ness

Anyone

interested

in becom-

ing more

physically

or socially
active

During this

program

you will be

taught how
to:

Better manage your condi-
tion and lessen its impact on
your life

Reduce fatigue, anxiety,
sleep loss and pain

Build confidence and
make daily living easier

Manage stress and learn
to relax

Buy your Kraft Nabisco tickets here
and support the Golden Rainbow

Are you thinking of attending
the Kraft Nabisco Champion-
ship this year?

With Integrated Wealth Man-
agement’s “Tickets Fore Char-
ity Program” participating or-
ganizations, including the
Golden Rainbow, are able to
keep 100% of the proceeds of
tickets purchased through
them.

While GRSC does not have
actual tickets for sale, we can
provide you with an official or-

der form that is mailed in or
you may order tickets online at
www.kncgolf.com.

Please don't forget to desig-
nate the Golden Rainbow as
your charity of choice on your
purchase form or online.

The Kraft Nabisco Champion-
ship is the first major on the
LPGA tour.

It takes place at the charming
Mission Hills Country Club in
Rancho Mirage, California,
from March 29 to April 4 .

Communicate better with
your doctors, friends and fam-
ily

Set goals to problem-solve
to make positive changes for
a happier, healthy life

Previous participants have
said: “The workshops put me
back in charge of my life and |
feel great. | only wish | had
done this sooner” and “Now |
have more energy than I've
had in years. I'm calmer and
more confident about my
health.”

This workshop begins on
March 23 and continues for
six sessions each Tuesday
from 3 to 5:30 pm. Please
register by calling GRSC at
760-416-7790.

The Golden Rainbow ac-
knowledges with sadness
the passing of Lars Han-
sen, arts leader and vi-
sionary. He was the most
recent appointee to the
GRSC Board of Directors.

Lars had a distinguished
career in cultural arts man-
agement and will be
greatly missed by the
LGBT community.

Among his Palm Springs
affiliations, he was Presi-
dent-elect of the Rotary
Club of Palm Springs, a
member of the Cathedral
City Arts Commission and
Vice Chair of Desert Pride
Community Center.
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What's the best
health plan for

your situation?
Desert Oasis

Healthcare experts

have answers

It's not too late; you still have
time to choose the right health
plan that best meets your
needs for 2010.

Join the professionals of De-
sert Oasis Healthcare for one
of two informative presenta-
tions to help you better under-
stand benefits and health plan
options that are still available.

A light snack will be served at
each presentation.

Presentations will be held on
March 9 from 10:30 am to
12:00 pm and March 12 from
12:30 to 2:00 pm.

To make a reservation the per-
son wishing to sign up must
call Desert Oasis Healthcare
at 760-320-5134.
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It's hard to imagine that an in-
nocent lottery ticket or trip to
the casino can develop into a
destructive financial and emo-
tional prob-

lem similar to

other addic-

tions.

In recognition
of  National
Problem
Gambling
Awareness
Week, March
7 to 13, the
Golden Rain-
bow invites
you to attend
a presenta-
tion by Gary
Lange Ph.D.,
MFT, NCGC,
for those
concerned
about their
own gambling or the gambling
of a loved one. Attendees can
learn more about how this pro-
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gressive problem affects sen-
iors, youth and families. Dis-
cussions will include interven-
tion techniques that can help
bring honesty
and hope to
those af-
fected by
gambling.
Dr. Lange is
a Certified
Gambling
Counselor
who special-
izes in edu-
cating and
treating prob-
lem gamblers
and their
families.

The presen-

tation will
take place on
March 11

from 4 to 5
pm. Attendance is free but we
ask that you sign up by calling
us at 760-416-7790.



Legally yours

By Barbara Barrett
Dear Counselor:

We just don’'t know what to
do and hope you have some
answers for us!

My partner Jim and | have
been together going on 40
years now. We
met when we
were 20. Can you
believe that?
Anyway, we
moved to Cathe-
dral City about 5
years ago. Sure
we’'ve met lots of
people and really
enjoy living here
but we do not
have any close
friends. Our
BFF's (aren't we
hip) have passed
away as has Jim’s
close family. I
haven't spoken to
anyone in my
family for many,
many years now
and don’t intend
to do any making
up in this lifetime.

We own our home together
and have accumulated an es-
tate worth about $1,000,000.
We own everything in joint ten-
ancy and registered as domes-
tic partners a couple of years
ago.

My health is failing a bit but |
know if something happens
to me Jim will be okay finan-
cially. But we’'ve been talk-

ing and we just don't know
what to do if something
happens to both of us. We
would want our money to
go to a couple of our favor-
ite charities. People have
told us about living trusts and
we probably should do that
but we still don't know who

would be handling our finan-
cial matters. Also, what if
both of us become incompe-
tent—what happens then. It's
all very scary. What do you
suggest we do?

Looking For Some Answers

Dear Looking:

Yes | can believe that you've

been together for 40 years.
I've met so many couples like
you here in Coachella Valley.
Congratulations to you and all
the others for finding a true life
partner.

Your concern about what to
do if both of you die simul-
taneously is real
and believe me

you are not alone.

So many seniors

—=== in our valley are
facing the same

==y problems and it's

not just in the
\ LGBT community

either.

The advantage of
doing a living trust
is that your heirs
do not have to pro-
bate your estate—
that saves money
and time. Doing a
probate, however,
has the added se-
curity of having
court supervision of
the distribution of
your estate. The
court will monitor
the activities of
your appointed Ex-
ecutor and make sure that the
Executor doesn’t run off with
your life savings. Since the
Executor would have control
over your money it still could
happen—he/she could book a
flight to Costa Rica never to
be seen again. But it is less
likely to happen with court su-
pervision.

Having a Living Trust pre-



pared for you would, however,
in the end be the most eco-
nomical way to proceed leav-
ing more money for your des-
ignated charities. You can ap-
point the trust department of
certain banks here in the val-
ley (you will need to ask them
first if they are willing to do
this), a certified fiduciary, an
attorney that you trust, and, of
course, a friend.

It is essential that whoever you
appoint is trustworthy with the
utmost integrity. The Succes-
sor Trustee will have the
power to gather together all of
your assets and
then........... either book that
flight to Costa Rico or pay your
bills, income taxes, burial
costs and distribute the re-
mainder to your beneficiaries.

One way to protect against
wrongdoing is to let your
beneficiaries know that they
are beneficiaries. Also, you
can record your trust with
the Riverside County Re-
corder’s office. This makes

it a public document that
anyone can access but it will
help protect against theft.

The more difficult question is
what to do if you and Jim be-
come incompetent. Who would
be designated as your finan-
cial and health care attorney-in
-fact? Professional fiduciar-
ies can help.

Legislation in California was
passed in 2007 to regulate
non-family member profes-
sional fiduciaries, including
conservators, guardians,
trustees, and agents under a
durable power of attorney as
defined by the Professional
Fiduciaries Act. Professional
fiduciaries provide critical
services to seniors, disabled
persons, and children. They
manage matters for clients in-
cluding daily care, housing and
medical needs, and also offer
financial management services
that range from basic bill pay-
ing to estate and investment
management. Please check
credentials BEFORE you de-

cide to sign any contract.

Unfortunately, if someone
doesn’t have any money to
pay a professional fiduciary
that person will have to rely
on friends and community
for support.

Maybe the GRSC can form a
support group for people
looking for help and these
folks can help each other.

Barbara Barrett is a Palm Springs
attorney practicing since 1983 in the
areas of estate planning, probate,
gay/lesbian dissolutions, and bank-
ruptcy. Send your “Legally Yours”
questions to her at bbar-
rett92262@aol.com, or at 555 S.
Sunrise Way, Suite 217, Palm
Springs, 92264.

DISCLAIMER: Information in this
column is for general guidance
only. Application and impact of
law varies widely based on spe-
cific facts involved. Advice in this

column is not a substitute for
consultation with an attorney.
Attorney Barbara Barrett and the
Golden Rainbow Senior Center
recommend that you consult with

an attorney of your choice before
making legal decisions.

‘Rock for Equality’ demands equal benefits fofr all

Inequality in Social Security
benefits against same-sex
couples is one of the most un-
der-recognized but harsh
forms of discrimination facing
our community. President
Obama just stated that "...the
notion that someone who’s
working really hard for 30
years can't take their death
benefits and transfer them to
the person they love the most

in the world, and who has sup-
ported them all their lives...
that just doesn't seem fair, it
doesn’t seem right..."

As part of the current budget
battles in Congress, social se-
curity programs are being
looked at anew. Will LGBT
Americans be cut in or left out?
The LA Gay and Lesbian Cen-
ter and the National Gay and

Lesbian Task Force are fight-
ing these unequal and unfair
laws head on with Rock for
Equality - a national rally and
rock-in to demand equal So-
cial Security benefits for LGBT
Americans. We can change
these laws, but we need to act
now and we need you. For
more information
visit www.RockforEquality.org
or call 213-388-ROCK (7625)




Part of understanding Alzheimer’s disease involve
the overwhelming pressures placed on caregivers

Alzheimer's disease (AD) is
the most common form of de-
mentia.  Although the
course of AD is unique

for every individual there

are many common symp-
toms, often the earliest
observable ones are mis-
takenly assumed to be
age-related. In the early
stages the most com-
monly recognized symp-
tom is memory loss, es-
pecially concerning re-
cent events.

Management of patients
is essential because the
condition is degenerative
and cannot be cured. AD
is well known for placing
a considerable burden on
caregivers, often the spouse or
a close relative; the pressures
can be overwhelming, affect-

ing most elements of the care-
giver's life.

Sunrise Assisted Living will be
presenting a workshop at the

Golden Rainbow Senior Cen-

ter on March 10, from 10 am
to 1 pm, to help you ex-
plore the many aspects of
AD.

Topics will include; how to
maintain a healthy brain
and lifestyle, understand-
ing and accepting pro-
gressive memory loss,
when being a loving care-
giver becomes unhealthy
and recent advances that
have been made in AD
research.

The workshop is free and
a light lunch will be
served.

If you would like to attend
this informative seminar
please call 760-416-7790 to
register.

Your planned gift can provide a lasting legacy

The strategic plan completed
last summer calls for contin-
ued growth in programs and
services at the Coachella Val-
ley’'s only LGBT center for
older adults. Our social, edu-
cational, and wellness pro-
gramming seeks to knit to-
gether a varied and vibrantly
aging community.

Generous gifts from forward
thinking donors are a vital
component of our future devel-
opment. We welcome your
inquiries about opportunities
for planned giving at the

Golden Rainbow Senior Cen-
ter.

Planned giving is an invest-
ment in the Golden Rainbow
that guarantees our programs
and services continue long
after your gift has been re-
ceived. A planned gift creates
a charitable bequest as part of
your current estate and finan-
cial planning.

One advantage of a planned
gift is that both the donor and
the recipient can celebrate the
gift in advance of receipt. An-

other advantage is that a
planned gift can often be lar-
ger than would otherwise be
possible.

At the Golden Rainbow, a Cer-
tified Financial Planner and an
attorney specializing in wills,
estates, and trusts are avail-
able for a confidential consul-
tation to answer your ques-
tions and assist with planning.

For more information, please
contact Executive Director
Harvey Stern at 760-416-7790,
or email harveys@grsc.info.



By Dennis Jory

Ah, picture yourself in a grand
Italian villa surrounded by
beautiful gardens, where an-
cient Greek and Roman art
treasures seem to be every-
where you gaze...

It'll be easy to turn this fantas-
tic dream into a reality if you
join the Golden Rainbow
Senior Center’s
“‘Daytrippers” as they
head for the unmatched
splendor of the Getty
Villa in  Malibu on
Wednesday, March
24. For the low price of
$45 for GRSC members
and $60 for non mem-
bers, you'll spend a fun-
filled day with your LGBT
pals as a luxury coach
from Celebrity Tours
whisks you away to this
recently renovated sea-
side villa (amazing what
a $275,000,000 facelift
will do). To make your
reservations, please call
GRSC at 760-416-
7790. Our recent trip to
the LA County Museum
of Art and La Brea Tar
Pits was a sold-out
event, so act fast so as
not to miss out on what
promises to be an experience
you’ll long remember.

Closed for nine years during its
remarkable renovation, art and
history enthusiasts alike have
proclaimed it was well worth
the long wait! Thanks to the
generosity of billionaire J. Paul

Getty, admission is free, but
those who have previously vis-
ited this world-famous site
know all too well that obtaining
parking permits that are man-
datory for entrance can be a
months-long wait at best. So
sit back, relax and leave the
driving to us. Plan to munch on
some tasty treats, enjoy a

video and even sip a bit of
bubbly on your journey to one
of the most glorious museums
in the world.

Truly breathtaking from the
moment you arrive, The Getty
is a replica of a 2000 year-old
Roman villa, which once over-

looked the Bay of Naples near
Pompeii, Italy. Famous for its
formal sculpture garden lined
by tall, white Roman columns
and surrounded by an im-
mense crystal blue reflecting
pool, The Getty is the wealthi-
est museum in the world—and
it shows.

Inside the museum, there
are 40 exquisite galler-
ies, on two floors; rooms
lavishly embellished with
marble and gold—
treasures in their own
right even if they were
empty rooms.

Not to be missed is the
very controversial bronze
statue known worldwide
as “The Getty Bronze,” or
“Victorious Youth” an an-
cient male nude (pictured
left) that historians attrib-
ute to Alexander the
Great’s personal sculptor
and which was plundered
by Roman soldiers
around the time of
Christ. Eventually lost at
sea, it was discovered by
Italian fishermen in 1964
and purchased by The
Getty in 1977. Now part
of an international scandal and
trial (the Italians want it back),
this beautiful sculpture has
quite a history: found in the
depths of the sea, buried in a
cabbage patch and even hid-
den in a priest’'s bathtub, it's
ours to marvel over on this ter-
rific day trip.



Supervisor John Benoit will offer identity theft, f

The Golden Rainbow invites
you to attend a Scam Stopper
Seminar, hosted by Supervisor
John J. Benoit, on March 19
from 10 am to 1 pm.

Presentations are scheduled
from local law enforcement,

#

the Riverside County Curtailing
Abuse Related to the Elderly
(C.A.R.E.) Program, and con-
sumer protection advocates.

This seminar will cover identity
theft, automotive fraud, invest-
ment fraud, “Gypsy scams”

raud seminar

and county services for victims
of elder abuse. A free lunch
will be served immediately fol-
lowing the event.

Please call the Golden Rain-

bow Center at 760-416-7790
to register for the event.

Continued on page 9.
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We are pleased to offer Begin-
ning Drawing 2, a continuation of
the sold out Beginning Drawing
class. Students will explore the
world of art in a stress-free, step-
by-step, hands-on creative class
that will stretch their creativity and
yield surprising results. Our new
artists will continue their artistic
progress using ink, pencil, char-
coal and colored pencils. If you
have not had the pleasure of tak-
ing Beginning Drawing and feel

&

%

&

you have the basics, please feel
free to email the instructor, Den-
nis Jory, at joryblack@aol.com to
see if this class is a fit for you.

The program costs $75 for mem-
bers and $90 for non-members;
includes all art supplies except
colored pencils. Classes meet
Mondays and Wednesdays from
1 to 3 pm starting March 8.
Please call the Golden Rainbow
at 760-416-7790 to register.



GOLDEN RAINBOW SENIOR CENTER

INDIVIDUAL / COUPLES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership type Individual Couple  Date

Thisa NEW RENEWAL membership

You may include my/our name(s) in a membership recognition list

Do not publish my/our name(s) in a membership recognition list

Name (Please Print)

Partner’s Name (if applicable)

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

Area Code & Telephone Number

E-Mail Address

Enclosed is $ cash for my/our membership
Enclosed is my/our check number for my/our membership
Please charge $ on my Visa - MasterCard - American Express

credit card number

Expiration Month Year Security Code

Name on card (if different from above)

Billing ZIP Code on card (if different from above)

Cardholder Signature

Annual Rainbow Membership Levels
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It's the law

I

By Stanley B. Parry

Did you know that the term “to
drive” has been upheld by the
California Supreme Court to
include, not only the act be-
yond physical
manipulation
of moving a
vehicle, but
having physi-
cal control of
the vehicle?
Also, in the
past one had
to be on a
highway  or
elsewhere to
be charged
with DUl but
the courts
have now de-
termined that,
by the term
elsewhere, it
includes  pri-
vate property.

If you are stopped by a law
enforcement officer for possi-
ble violation of DUI laws, al-
ways do the following:

Be courteous towards the
officer and cooperate with
each and every request
asked of you.

Attempt to complete a field
sobriety test to the best of
your ability.

Do not argue with the offi-
cer if you fail a sobriety
test.

At the earliest opportunity

write  down why you
thought you may have
passed the test, or why
you could not complete or
perform the test to the best
of your ability.

If asked to give a breath test,
request either a blood or urine
test so that, at a later date if
necessary, you can have the
court order a split of the sam-
ple to be analyzed by your own
independent laboratory. The
results of a breath test do not
have a sample that could be
analyzed at a later date and it
is very difficult to prove that the
breathalyzer machine malfunc-
tioned or was not calibrated
correctly.

If you are arrested you will be
released later, either on bail or
on your own recognizance and
will be given a date to appear
in court. Your driving privi-

leges may be revoked but you
can apply to the DMV for a
temporary license if you need
one to perform your business
activities. Merely needing a
license to go back and forth to
work is insuf-
ficient
grounds for a
temporary
license.

When you go
to court you
can request
the services
of a Public
Defender to
represent
you if you
cannot afford
to hire a pri-
vate  attor-
ney. My ad-
vice is to
never repre-
sent yourself. Remember “He
who represents himself has a
fool for a client.”

The best advice is never drink
and drive or have a designated
driver to make sure you get
home safely.

Stanley B. Parry, Esq. is a Palm
Springs Attorney at Law and Golden
Rainbow business partner. He can
be reached at 760-322-4772 or hy
mail at 400 S. Farrell Drive, Palm
Springs, CA 92262.

DISCLAIMER: Information in this column
is for general guidance only. Application
and impact of law varies widely based on
specific facts involved. Advice in this
column is not a substitute for consultation
with an attorney. Attorney Stanley Parry
and the Golden Rainbow Senior Center
recommend that you consult with an attor-
ney of your choice before making any
legal decisions.






